THE GOSPEL OF 1234 80 2327 0222

2 Kolex Close, Off Adeshi
C H R I ST B I B L E Rooacejxljesohsaetedo—Su?aIelps
Lagos.

OUTR EACH gcbo.com.ng

DAILY DEVOTION
THE JOURNEY OF FAITH: PART 11
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Matthew 5:8 (NIV)
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”

The Psalmist asked the question we all want answered, “Who may ascend the
mountain of the LORD? Who may stand in His holy place? The one who has clean
hands and a pure heart....” Psalm 24:3-4a (NIV). The Psalmist is asking, “Who can
go to heaven? Who gets to see God?”

The answer is the ones with clean hands and a pure heart.

To see a pure and holy God, we need a pure and holy heart. The problem is that
sin has corrupted our heart.

Jeremiah put it like this, in Jeremiah 17:9 (NIV), “The heart is deceitful above all
things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?”

How often has your own heart deceived you? The heart of every problem is the
problem in the heart. We don’t even know our own hearts. Only God does. That's
why David prayed, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my
anxious thoughts. Point out anything in me that offends You, and lead me along
the path of everlasting life.” Psalm 139:23-24 (NLT).

In Jeremiah 17:10a, the Bible says, “l the LORD search the heart and examine the
mind....”

We all suffer from heart trouble. It's so serious, it will require a heart transplant.
When David’s heart betrayed him, he cried out in Psalm 51:10 (NIV), “Create in me
a pure heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.”

But there’'s good news! In Jeremiah 24:7 (NIV), God says, “l will give them a heart
to know Me, that | am the LORD. They will be My people, and | will be their God,
for they will return to Me with all their heart.” Only God can make a heart
transplant like that. As the Great Physician, He is a heart specialist. Ezekiel

describes what God does like this in Ezekiel 36:26 (NIV): .



“l will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; | will remove from you your
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”

We receive that new heart the moment we turn to Christ from our sins, the moment we
admit we need one. Like David, the moment we cry out, “Create in me a pure heart, O
God....” He gives us a heart transplant. He takes out that old stony heart of sin that is so
deceitful, wicked and impure and gives us a pure heart to live and please God in the
Journey of Faith.

In Ephesians 3:17a (NLT), the Bible says, “Then Christ will make His home in your hearts
as you trust in Him.”

His presence in our lives gives us a pure heart.

With this new heart, the writer of Hebrews says, “So let's come near God with pure
hearts and a confidence that comes from having faith. Let's keep our hearts pure, our
consciences free from evil, and our bodies washed with clean water.” Hebrews 10:22
(CEV).

The Journey of faith to keep our hearts pure is through the daily study of God's Word so
that we can approach Him with confidence.

The word for “pure” in the fifth beatitude is “katharos” meaning to cleanse or purge.

It refers to an emotional release and a spiritual cleansing that creates in us a pure
heart, free of the pain of the past, no longer hiding from God.
Those past hurts and habits that prevent us from seeing God.

PRAYER:
Oh God, search my heart and remove everything that is taking your place in my life and
keep my heart pure in Jesus name.



